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SSC BRIEFING 


19 June 1931 


LEBABOR 


Events ere Moving very rapidly. An uneasy lull in fighting 
prevails la Beirut. 


A. President Chaaoun — after panicking night of 16 th — feels ffcirly 
opt isle tic and keeps prodding General Shihab to take eon 
forceful action against the rebels. Chaueun fears that the 
rebels will make an all-out effort to seise control in Beirut 
within the nest day or two. Be showed to 08 embassy— ale eg 
with his wife's Jewels— a document signed by entire cabinet 
authorising Chamouu to request CS/0K intervention at his 
discretion. 


B. C ha noun said intervention request would hinge on willingness 
of General Shihab to proceed with attacks against the rebels 


and break their back. 
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If . Christian pro-governaeat parti sane in Beirtu patrolling Christian 

quarters and water front . gone firing free 80 s lea Basta quarter 
into Christian quarter on 17 June. 25X1 

A. Reported that rebels planning to seine tall buildings near 
Aeerican University in order to fire Iron rooftops . | 

^ 1 | | rebels will sake major effort using IKS fedayeen mj soon. 

Priaary objective will be presidential palace. Ammunition being 
distributed in large guantitie* in Bast a on 17-18 June . 

B. President Chamoun has stated that interrogation of Syrian 
prisoners reveals 35 Syrian officers and SCO'* in Sasta working 
with opposition. Be plans to torn confessions over to UK 
observers . 


T. Jordanian Prime Sinister ftifai has stated his gevermment will take 

say action requested by Beirut to "preserve Lebanon's independence" . 
Be consented "nothing short of armed intervention will save tie 
situation.” 

¥1. Prime Sinister Sami Snlh views the situation in a much dimmer 
light than Chamoun and is pushing for intervention. 

¥11. On the other side, Jfasir’s "mouthpiece" Basannyn Baykal told the 
American ambassador in Cairo that Saeir feels he has been Ppltyed 
for a sucker" by the SB in order to neutralise him in the Lebtaese 
crisis. 



i 
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A. Damascus radio on 17 June called directly on Lebanese army to 
join rebel s ids. 
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Till . Arab Union officials , who are not sanguine over the future of their 
union in asy ease, fear Iraq way be next X&s ir target after Letanon. 
A. Frias Sinister Hurt Said has Bade it clear that he is not 

satisfied with Aver lean and British offers of aid, 

1. *• insists that Kuwait Bust join the Arab Onion and hat 
gained support of top Jordanian leaders fer this. 

2. Be Basis $6,000,000 eore than the $29,000,000 offered, 
but is Billing to let the ease of Kuwait stand until 
next Sarch, shea he iaeista it vast join the union. 

3. notwithstanding his objections, he is al lowing a deficit 
budget to be passed. 
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